Notes from 30 Articles call
January 12, 2010


We had a wonderful and inspiring group on the call tonight – so much good information, so much terrific writing being generated. I get excited every time I speak with motivated writers!!

Beverly continues her novel that was begun with National Novel Writing Month in November. She is roaring along with 72,000 words and considers her work to be 90% complete. Bravo. Beverly explained her “novel” technique, one that is producing excellent results. She started with “A title and a main character”. From there she just let it flow. She also held herself accountable to 2,000 words per day.

Beverly wanted to move herself away from the write, edit, write, edit mode and for her this novel was the perfect match. Loosely based on her own experiences, it is more the interaction of 2 main characters in sort of an improvisational setting. The book does not really have chapters but sections as actions flip from one character to the other. She adds that she did not “push” but rather just let the words come out. Having written several pieces of short fiction she wanted something bigger. I look forward to reading the finished novel, coming to a book store near you soon!

As for getting ideas for the novel (or other writing) Beverly recommends just looking around and taking in the scene, reading a sentence and digging to reveal the meaning and reasoning behind it, looking at a picture and discovering the message buried within. So tomorrow as you go about your work, others may be scratching heads in wonder – why is s/he staring so hard, so lost in the scene. I will be at the airport and yes! There will be scenes to study.

Gary reports that writing is part of his work but he has been working to make writing a result of his work. It has been difficult to get articles rolling but it is coming. His focus is on school change, networks, and developing teacher voice and efficacy. All of this is to counterbalance all of the outside pressure that comes to teachers because of high stakes test. He has added a blog – schoolchange.net so check it out.
He is also taking an online course on social networking, getting more people to his website is one goal. It is an 8 week course plus 4 additional weeks are available for twitter, blog, etc. 2 classes per week at a cost of $600 he will give us a progress report to let us know if it is worth the time and effort. I recommended that he set up a tele-seminar for us!!

There are other online sources for networking. Just “Google” workshops/social media and see what’s up.

Christi reports that she has been working on tenure so the article writing has been problematic. She recently reworked a previous project into an article of correct length and format and when submitted she included a 2 page letter on how she sees herself as a writer. Self-reflective writers are the best writers – in fact, can you be a writer without it? Or at least a quality writer certainly must reflect and self-examine? I love the idea of reflecting on my writing but adding the step of how I view myself has been powerful – thanks for this timely reminder.

Many people do not think of themselves as writers but THEY ARE! Or they can be. Most of us wrote (or scribbled) long before we really talked or read. We wrote creative messages on walls, in coloring books, on notes to Grandma. It was others who could not read/understand/interpret our work!! Think on your first writing experience – mine had to do with walls and my sisters’ hand lotion – I can see it, feel it, smell it, and hear the wild screams that followed (and feel the ensuing spanking as well!).

Job stress can lead to the inability to write. Coupled with travel and responsibilities writing can be difficult to get into. If you received Meggin’s message on travel and getting things done, you may have been just like me, wondering if she actually could see me in the midst of my busy life. Her on-going reminders help me stay on track plus re-evaluate myself, my work, and my vision.
Cary (spelling) has been working on self and peer evaluation. I cannot imagine the turmoil of assessing peers. Yes, some are simple – their attitude and professionalism are a snap, however others… This could be some very creative writing! Is that allowed in evaluations?

Focusing on audience has been a boost. Often I think we forget the importance of our audience. Visualizing them reading as they absorb what we’ve said helps in getting the message into print.

Rhonda is in a transition time – from fulltime teacher to working independently. I few things were derailed this fall – each of which sounded like strong writing fodder. Getting those onto paper can help work through some of the tough points as feelings fall onto the page. Poetry as well as academic writing fills her days. Trying to find a writing niche to support her is one of her goals. Getting the writing to pour through sometimes brings her to that floating stage – exciting and scary – both the writing and determining how to make it a supporting proposition.

Her writing is diverse with many interests from -ezine, to education series, to education experiences, she has enjoyed speaking at conferences, advocating for children, developing creative people. Spirituality and oneness are 2 other focus points. An upcoming trip to Egypt [wow-ee-ay!] will provide some excellent writing time and topics. What inspiration lies ahead. Beverly’s “taking in the scene” may be just the ticket!

Self-publishing tips – Beverly and I have both worked with lulu.com and are pretty pleased with the price and the product. Navigating some of the formats can be challenging but it is interesting and really fairly easy. For me, it was being a novice that caused the most problems.

Beverly has published a writing anthology for her writing club of 10 years. As mentioned last time on this call, with lulu as the publisher, she submitted her work and then she ordered 1 copy (for $8-12) for proofing, editing, etc. before all out print. After checking etc. she could order more for the group. It is on-demand printing so any number of copies works. There is a fast turnaround as well. 10-12 days or as little as 3-4 days. They offer electronic distribution as well as hard copy.
Printing includes ISBN plus Beverly says that because you are the creator of the work, you are creator protected. You can copyright but you already own it.

Beverly also created a calendar using the photos she had taken with/for the Huntington Rose Society. Used as a fund-raiser but also available for us – just to lulu and check out the calendars. Quite fun.

Beverly was very pleased with the quality. With my first project I was a little less pleased as there were some tiny wrinkles in a few scattered pages. Fine for a mini-project but not fine for something I plan to market. But again, it is inexpensive and fast. I just reedited and proofed and placed a larger order. I did all of this on my own so the cost is the book – about $8 plus tax and shipping so a total under $12 per copy (160 pages). Not bad to see this in print. 

Beverly pointed out that the insertion of pictures was not always easy but this could be because she is used to Mac plus she was working on something new. We both feel positive about lulu.com and would recommend it for a trial run.

Be on the lookout for their specials – 25% off; buy 10, 25, etc. and get a discount. Beverly used the calendar as a fund-raiser for the rose club – this could be an excellent possibility for other groups. It was also very affordable leaving room for better profit.

I am also experimenting with authorhouse.com One of Meggin’s speakers had used this source and I wanted to try out 2 places to see what’s what. It comes with a price tag – about $1,000 for the package I chose which includes some help, some marketing, some design, and I think 50 copies free (10 hardback/40 soft-cover, or something like that). I am using this for my book about my sister Carole and early onset Alzheimer’s. I have emailed and chatted a little with a couple of people there and have let them know that I want this on the market, not just for personal possession. I figure as I roll along there will be a tab for this, a tab for that. Again I’ll share updates.

We talked a little about submissions of articles for magazines. This is a little complicated as every magazine has guidelines and timelines. The good thing is that they all seem to have websites with information available. Generally magazine submissions are 3-8 months out. Many also have themes so you can check on an upcoming theme that matches your expertise.

One problem I have found with magazines that I am interested in is that they often do not take unsolicited manuscripts. I have not been able to find an agent who would take me on and so again I wait in the wings!

Writer’s Digest is a great resource for writing opportunities. It is well worth a subscription.

We wrapped up with handling rejection notices – oh, that does not sound too pleasant (and the actual event isn’t) but it is also a learning opportunity. Some rejection letters are “Not interested” but other letters are informative, “Thank you for submitting your…. We read and enjoyed your ideas but do not currently have a need for books in this subject. Best wishes in your continued work as a writer.” At least that offers some hope for a future “YES!” letter.

One rejection I received on Carole’s story was scribbled across my query letter, “No market. Too personal.” I keep that one for occasional reference to spur on my desire to get her story into print. No market with 20,000,000 Alzheimer’s patients? Too personal? What do you think Alzheimer’s disease is if not personal? So this motivates me. Also with the book I did have published by ASCD while they pondered it, they were hesitant as to whether new teachers were their market audience. A little force, supported by Meggin’s encouragement, helped me convince them that there are millions of new teachers, and even more fairly new teachers, and even more teachers who could use some insight and a boost!
Best wishes to everyone as you tap along on your writing pursuits. Remember, you are a writer, a writer with knowledge that no one else in the world possesses and it is essential, no critical, that you share this with the world. I can’t wait to read your words.
